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The Rifle Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
A treasured antique rifle gets into the wrong hands in this YA novel by the Newbury Award-winning
author: “a truly mesmerizing tale, from beginning to end” (Publishers Weekly). In 1768, gunsmith
Cornish  McManus  painstakingly  crafted  his  masterpiece:  a  rifle  of  extraordinary  beauty  and
accuracy. Though he knows he will never be able to replicate it, Cornish is forced to sell it to a man
named John Byam, who carried it with pride into the Revolutionary War. Passed down through
generations, the beloved rifle ends up decorating the mantle of a modern-day mechanic and father
named Harv. But what happens then is shocking, terrifying, and completely devastating. Reader’s

guide included

The Rifle Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
A priceless, handcrafted rifle, fired throughout the American Revolution, is passed down through the
years until it fires on a fateful Christmas Eve of 1994.

Soldier's Heart

Being the Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy Charley Goddard in the
First Minnesota Volunters :a Novel of the Civil War Laurel Leaf
Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old Charley has a change of heart after experiencing both the physical
horrors and mental anguish of Civil War combat.

Woods Runner Wendy Lamb
From  his  1776  Pennsylvania  homestead,  thirteen-year-old  Samuel,  who  is  a  highly-skilled
woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers and
Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering most of their community. Includes historical notes.

Hatchet Simon and Schuster
Celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Newbery Honor–winning survival novel Hatchet with a
pocket-sized  edition  perfect  for  travelers  to  take  along on  their  own adventures.  This  special
anniversary edition includes a new introduction and commentary by author Gary Paulsen, pen-and-
ink illustrations by Drew Willis, and a water resistant cover. Hatchet has also been nominated as one
of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson,
haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is traveling by single-engine plane to visit
his  father  for  the  first  time  since  the  divorce.  When  the  plane  crashes,  killing  the  pilot,  the  sole
survivor is Brian. He is alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. At first consumed by despair
and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to make a shelter for himself, how to hunt and
fish and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even finds the courage to start over from scratch
when a tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian is finally rescued after fifty-four days in the wild,
he emerges from his ordeal with new patience and maturity, and a greater understanding of himself
and his parents.

Mr. Tucket
In 1848, while on a wagon train headed for Oregon, fourteen-year-old Francis Tucket is kidnapped by
Pawnee Indians and then falls in with a one-armed trapper who teaches him how to live in the wild.

Harris and Me

A Summer Remembered Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, an eleven-year-old city
boy meets his distant cousin Harris and is given an introduction to a whole new world.

Tracker Simon and Schuster
Only 13, John must track a deer in the Minnesota woods for his family's winter meat, and in doing so
finds himself drawn to the doe he's been tracking and hating his role as hunter.

Brian's Winter Random House Digital, Inc.
Instead of being rescued from a plane crash, as in the author's book "Hatchet," this story portrays
what would have happened to Brian had he been forced to survive a winter in the wilderness with
only his survival pack and hatchet.

The Tent HarperCollins
Teenage Steven and his father, Corey, take to the road with a Bible, an old army tent, and less than
the best of intentions. Tired of being poor, Steven's father is certain that preaching the Word of the
Lord is the easy way to fame and fortune. But just when they've got their act down pat and the
money is rolling in, Steven and Corey begin to realize that what they'd originally thought of as a
harmless lie is all about avarice and power and, ultimately, guilt. Each book includes a reader's
guide.

Guts Laurel Leaf
Guess what -- Gary Paulsen was being kind to Brian. In Guts, Gary tells the real stories behind the
Brian books, the stories of the adventures that inspired him to write Brian Robeson's story: working
as an emergency volunteer; the death that inspired the pilot's death in Hatchet; plane crashes he
has seen and near-misses of his own. He describes how he made his own bows and arrows, and
takes  readers  on  his  first  hunting  trips,  showing  the  wonder  and  solace  of  nature  along  with  his
hilarious mishaps and mistakes. He shares special memories, such as the night he attracted every
mosquito in the county, or how he met the moose with a sense of humor, and the moose who made
it personal. There's a handy chapter on "Eating Eyeballs and Guts or Starving: The Fine Art of
Wilderness Nutrition." Recipes included. Readers may wonder how Gary Paulsen survived to write all
of his books -- well, it took guts.

Rifles for Watie HarperCollins
Jeff Bussey walked briskly up the rutted wagon road toward Fort Leavenworth on his way to join the
Union volunteers. It was 1861 in Linn County, Kansas, and Jeff was elated at the prospect of fighting
for the North at last. In the Indian country south of Kansas there was dread in the air; and the name,
Stand Watie, was on every tongue. A hero to the rebel, a devil to the Union man, Stand Watie led
the Cherokee Indian Na-tion fearlessly and successfully on savage raids behind the Union lines. Jeff
came to know the Watie men only too well. He was probably the only soldier in the West to see the
Civil  War from both sides and live to tell  about it.  Amid the roar of cannon and the swish of flying
grape, Jeff learned what it meant to fight in battle. He learned how it felt never to have enough to
eat, to forage for his food or starve. He saw the green fields of Kansas and Okla-homa laid waste by
Watie's raiding parties, homes gutted, precious corn deliberately uprooted. He marched endlessly
across parched, hot land, through mud and slash-ing rain, always hungry, always dirty and dog-tired.
And,  Jeff,  plain-spoken  and  honest,  made  friends  and  enemies.  The  friends  were  strong  men  like
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Noah Babbitt, the itinerant printer who once walked from Topeka to Galveston to see the magnolias
in bloom; boys like Jimmy Lear, too young to carry a gun but old enough to give up his life at Cane
Hill; ugly, big-eared Heifer, who made the best sourdough biscuits in the Choctaw country; and
beautiful Lucy Washbourne, rebel to the marrow and proud of it. The enemies were men of an-other
breed - hard-bitten Captain Clardy for one, a cruel officer with hatred for Jeff in his eyes and a dark
secret on his soul. This is a rich and sweeping novel-rich in its panorama of history; in its details so
clear that the reader never doubts for a moment that he is there; in its dozens of different people,
each one fully realized and wholly recognizable. It is a story of a lesser -- known part of the Civil War,
the  Western  campaign,  a  part  different  in  its  issues  and  its  problems,  and  fought  with  a  different
savagery. Inexorably it moves to a dramat-ic climax, evoking a brilliant picture of a war and the men
of both sides who fought in it.

Woodsong Simon and Schuster
For a rugged outdoor man and his family, life in northern Minnesota is a wild experience involving
wolves, deer, and the sled dogs that make their way of life possible. Includes an account of the
author's first Iditarod, a dogsled race across Alaska.

The River Hatchet Adventure
Because  of  his  success  surviving  alone  in  the  wilderness  for  fifty-four  days,  fifteen-year-old  Brian,
profoundly changed by his time in the wild,  is  asked to undergo a similar experience to help
scientists learn more about the psychology of survival.

Canyons Laurel Leaf
Two boys, separated by the canyons of time and two vastly different cultures, face the challenges by
which they will become men. Coyote Runs, an Apache boy, takes part in his first raid. But he is to be
a man for only a short time. More than a hundred years later, while camping near Dog Canyon, 15-
year-old Brennan Cole becomes obsessed with a skull  that he finds, pierced by a bullet.  He learns
that it is the skull of an Apache boy executed by soldiers in 1864. A mystical link joins Brennan and
Coyote Runs, and Brennan knows that neither boy will find peace until Coyote Runs' skull is carried
back to an ancient sacred place. In a grueling journey through the canyon to return the skull,
Brennan confronts the challenge of his life.

The Transall Saga Delacorte Books for Young Readers
While  backpacking  in  the  desert,  thirteen-year-old  Mark  falls  into  a  tube of  blue  light  and is
transported into a more primitive world, where he must use his knowledge and skills to survive.

The Cookcamp Paw Prints
During World War II, a little boy is sent to live with his grandmother, a cook in a camp for workers
building a road through the wilderness.

Brian's Hunt Random House Digital, Inc.
Two years after having survived a plane crash into the Canadian wilderness, a sixteen-year-old boy
returns to the wild, where he befriends a wounded dog and hunts a rogue bear.

How Angel Peterson Got His Name Yearling
WHEN YOU GROW up in a small town in the north woods, you have to make your own excitement.
High spirits, idiocy, and showing off for the girls inspire Gary Paulsen and his friends to attempt: •
Shooting waterfalls  in  a  barrel  •  The first  skateboarding •  Breaking the world  record for  speed on
skis by being towed behind a souped-up car, and then . . . hitting gravel • Jumping three barrels like
motorcycle daredevil Evel Knievel, except they only have bikes • Wrestling . . . a bear? Extreme
sports lead to extreme fun in new tales from Gary’s boyhood. A New York Times Bestseller

The Rifle

Combat Stories from America's Last WWII Veterans, Told Through an M1 Garand Simon
and Schuster
It all started because of a rifle. The Rifle is an inspirational story and hero’s journey of a 28-year-old
U.S.  Marine,  Andrew Biggio,  who returned home from combat  in  Afghanistan and Iraq,  full  of
questions about the price of war. He found answers from those who survived the costliest war of all -
- WWII veterans. It began when Biggio bought a 1945 M1 Garand Rifle, the most common rifle used
in WWII, to honor his great uncle, a U.S. Army soldier who died on the hills of the Italian countryside.
When Biggio showed the gun to his neighbor, WWII veteran Corporal Joseph Drago, it unlocked
memories Drago had kept unspoken for 50 years. On the spur of the moment, Biggio asked Drago to
sign the rifle. Thus began this Marine’s mission to find as many WWII veterans as he could, get their
signatures on the rifle, and document their stories. For two years, Biggio traveled across the country
to  interview  America’s  last-living  WWII  veterans.  Each  time  he  put  the  M1  Garand  Rifle  in  their
hands, their eyes lit up with memories triggered by holding the weapon that had been with them
every step of the war. With each visit and every story told to Biggio, the veterans signed their
names to the rifle. 96 signatures now cover that rifle, each a reminder of the price of war and the
courage of our soldiers.

The Treasure of El Patron Yearling
Tag pointed his flashlight into the hole and peered inside. It was impossible. The inside was hollow,
like  an  underwater  cave.  Something  shiny  lay  near  the  opening  and  reflected  the  beam  from  his
light. He reached inside and pulled it out. A pewter spoon. If he could have made a sound, he would
have screamed with joy. He tucked the spoon in his vest pocket and reached into the hole again. A
sharp stab of pain shot through his left hand. Something had hold of the tip of his thumb and was
trying to yank him into the hole! Tag Jones knows that somewhere in the azure water and coral reef
surrounding Bermuda lies a sunken ship full of treasure. El Patron sank in 1614, and Tag’s father
died in a diving accident while looking for it. Tag won’t give up until he finds El Patron—and he’s not
scared off by the local  legend that says the ship is  cursed. But when two tourists ask Tag and his
friend Cowboy to retrieve some mysterious underwater parcels for them, the boys find themselves in
dangerous water, way over their heads!

Call Me Francis Tucket Yearling
Francis Tucket now feels more confident that he can handle just about anything. A year ago, on the
wagon train, he was kidnapped from his family by a Pawnee hunting party. Then he escaped with
the help of the mountain man Mr. Grimes. Now that he and Mr. Grimes have parted ways, Francis is
heading west on his Indian pony, crossing the endless prairie, trying to find his family. After a year
with Mr. Grimes, Francis has learned to live by the harsh code of the wilderness. He can cause a
stampede, survive his own mistakes, and face up to desperadoes. But when he rescues a little girl
and her younger brother, Francis takes on more than he bargained for. All of a sudden he's in charge

of Lottie and Billy, a family of his own. Fast-paced and exciting, Calling Me Francis Tucket continues
the journey begun in Mr. Tucket, taking readers deeper into the American West, and deeper into
Francis's changing knowledge of what it takes to survive on a new frontier.

My Life in Dog Years Yearling
Gary Paulsen has owned dozens of unforgettable and amazing dogs, and here are his favorites--one
to a chapter. Among them are Snowball, the puppy he owned as a boy in the Philippines; Ike, his
mysterious hunting companion; Electric Fred and his best friend, Pig; Dirk, the grim protector; and
Josh, one of the remarkable border collies working on Paulsen's ranch today. My Life in Dog Years is
a book for every dog lover and every Paulsen fan--a perfect combination that shows vividly the joy
and wisdom that come from growing up with man's best friend.

The Winter Room Scholastic Inc.
This Newbery Honor Book by master storyteller Gary Paulsen is now available in this After Words
paperback edition! Following the turn of the seasons, eleven year old Eldon traces the daily routines
of his life on a farm and his relationship with his older brother Wayne. During the winter, with little
work to be done on the farm, Eldon and Wayne spend the quiet hours with their family, listening to
their Uncle David's stories. But Eldon soon learns that, although he has lived on the same farm, in
the same house with his uncle for eleven springs, summers, and winters, he hardly knows him.

The Crossing Scholastic Inc.
A critically acclaimed tearjerker from a master storyteller: On one side of the border is brutality and
heartache; on the other side--a new life. 14yo Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes
with  his  bigger,  meaner  rivals  for  the  coins  American tourists  throw off the bridge between Texas
and his town. Across that heavily guarded bridge await a different world and a better existence. On
the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the Rio Grande, past the
searchlights and the border patrol--the young man encounters an old stranger who could prove to be
an ally or an enemy. Manny can't tell for certain. But if he is to achieve his dream, then he must be
willing to risk everything--even his life.

Sarny Laurel Leaf
Many readers of Nightjohn have wanted to know what happened to Sarny, the young slave whom
Nightjohn taught to read. Here is Sarny's story, from the moment she leaves the plantation in the
last days of the Civil War, suddenly a free woman in search of her sold-away children. Her search
takes  her  to  New Orleans  and the  home of  the  mysterious  and remarkable  Miss  Laura.  Like
Nightjohn, Miss Laura changes Sarny's life, and she helps Sarny pass Nightjohn's gift on to new
generations. This riveting saga follows Sarny until her last days in the 1930s and gives readers a
panoramic view of America in a time of trial, tragedy, and hoped-for change.

Paintings from the Cave

Three Novellas Ember
Explores how children can survive the most difficult circumstances through art and the love of dogs.

Escape from Fire Mountain Yearling
Thirteen-year-old Nikki Roberts tries to help two children trapped by a forest fire but finds her efforts
blocked by poachers who want her to become one of the fire's victims.

Brian's Return Random House Digital, Inc.
After having survived alone in the wilderness, Brian finds that he can no longer live in the city but
must return to the place where he really belongs.

Tucket's Ride Yearling
Francis Tucket and his adopted family, Lottie and Billy, are heading west in search of Francis's
parents on the Oregon Trail. But when winter comes early, Francis turns south to avoid the cold, and
leads them right into enemy territory--the Mexican War of  1848.  Francis  and the children are
captured by desperadoes, but loyalty, courage, and the element of surprise offer hope for survival.

Puppies, Dogs, and Blue Northers

Reflections on Being Raised by a Pack of Sled Dogs Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Minnesota author and dog musher Gary Paulsen reflects on the growth of his sled dogs as he and his
animals discover the world around them.

Son of a Gun Eerdmans Young Readers
Eight-year-old Liberian Lucky, his ten-year-old sister Nopi, and their schoolmates are kidnapped and
forced to become child soldiers, but even after they escape along with some other children and are
reunited with their parents, their lives will never be the same. Includes chapter about Liberia.

The Schernoff Discoveries Yearling
Harold  Schernoff,  14-year-old  science  whiz  and  social  nerd,  has  a  theory  for  every  problem,  from
dating, to bullies, to making money, to sports, to how to buy a car when you're underage. When he
and his buddy team up to put his theories to the test, nothing goes according to plan. A ski lesson
becomes: Mass x Acceleration x Slope of hill  = eeeAAGGHHH. As for first dates,  only Harold could
mastermind such disaster.  Only Harold could go fishing and get caught by the fish. And only Gary
Paulsen could write such a wonderfully funny story of friendship.

Captive! Yearling
Something loud crashed over their heads, and they could hear gravel and dirt hitting the top of the
truck. It happened again and again. The last sound they heard was the scrape of a shovel picking up
more dirt. Then it was quiet. “Where do you think we are?” Woody asked. “It’s getting really cold in
here.” Roman hit the back door with his fist. “I’ll tell you where we are. We’re buried alive!” Roman
Sanchez’s  life  has  become  a  nightmare.  His  father,  a  SWAT  officer,  has  been  killed  in  the  line  of
duty. Then masked gunmen storm Roman’s classroom and hold him and three other boys hostage in
a remote mountain cabin. There’s not much time before the kidnappers’ deadly threats are carried
out.  Can Roman overcome his  fear—and the memory of  his  father’s  death—to lead the boys’
desperate fight for freedom?

The Rifle
Provides activities and discussion to be used with The rifle by Gary Paulsen.

RODOMONTE'S REVENGE Yearling
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As Brett watched, one hand slipped loose, then the other. Tom dropped, screaming, into the flames.
His body, all red and bubbled, boiled up once to the surface, then was gone. PLAYER ONE HAS ONE
LIFE  REMAINING.  GAME  CONTINUES.  Flaming  fire  rivers.  Divebombing  buzz-bugs.  A  cruel  king
waiting to do battle in his computer-generated castle. Video game whizzes Brett Wilder and Tom
Houston think that new virtual reality game Rodomonte’s Revenge is awesome-until it takes over
their minds. Then the game playing becomes dangerously real, and one wrong move could be the
last.

The Haymeadow Yearling
Fourteen-year-old John Barron is asked, like his father and grandfather before him, to spend the
summer taking care of their sheep in the haymeadow. Six thousand sheep. John will  be alone,
except for two horses, four dogs, and all those sheep. John doesn't feel up to the task, but he hopes
that if he can accomplish it, he will finally please his father. But John finds that the adage "things just
to sheep" is true when the river floods, coyotes attack, and one dog's feet get cut. Through it all he
must  rely  on  his  own  resourcefulness,  ingenuity,  and  talents  to  survive  this  summer  in  the
haymeadow.

Thomas Wildus and The Book of Sorrows

Thomas Wildus thinks he's an ordinary twelve year old, but when a man with gold-flecked eyes gives
him an ancient text called The Book of Sorrows, he discovers hidden powers and a secret family
legacy. As he tries to unravel the truth, dark forces threaten to end his rise to power and force him
to fight for the future of all mankind.

Jesse Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Attending college in the hope of escaping their difficult home lives, two Mexican-American brothers
share ambitious dreams, until the outbreak of the Vietnam War forces them to choose between
fighting or returning to their fields of labor. Reprint.

How to Train Your Dad Pan Macmillan
From Gary Paulsen, the award-winning author of Hatchet, comes a laugh-out-loud eco-adventure
about a boy, his free-thinking dad and the puppy-training pamphlet that turns their summer upside
down. Twelve-year-old Carl is fed up with his dad; he may be brilliant, but bin-diving for food,
scouring through rubbish for 'salvageable' junk and wearing clothes fully sourced from garage sales
is getting old. Increasingly worried by what his schoolmates will think – and encouraged by his
riotous best friend – Carl decides to use a puppy-training pamphlet to 'retrain' his dad’s mindset . . .
a crackpot experiment that produces some hilarious results! How To Train Your Dad is a fierce and
funny novel about family, friendship and green-living from middle-grade master Gary Paulsen.


