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On The Rainy River
“On the Rainy River” is an exploration of the role of shame in war. The story develops the theme of
embarrassment as a motivating factor, first introduced by Jimmy Cross in “The Things They Carried”
and “Love.”

The Things They Carried: “On the Rainy River” | SparkNotes
Tim winds up in a motel on the banks of the Rainy River, which separates Minnesota from Canada.
He's met by Elroy Berdahl, the 81-year-old owner and caretaker. It's the off-season, but Elroy takes...

On the Rainy River by Tim O'Brien: Summary, Theme ...
Summary and Analysis On the Rainy River Summary. In an attempt to relieve some shame and guilt
about his involvement in the war, middle-aged writer "O'Brien" relates a story about himself that he
has never before told anyone. "O'Brien's" story is about the summer of 1968 when he was 21 years
old and was drafted to serve in the Army.

The Things They Carried: Summary & Analysis | On the Rainy ...
The chapter On the Rainy River illustrates the theme of morality through lasting internal conflict
between societal acceptance and personal desires. Tim O’Brien, a young protagonist, views himself
as the complete opposite of a traditional soldier; however, he is forced into choosing his fate as a
soldier or fleeing for his life in shame.

“On the Rainy River” – Following the Trail in The Things ...
“On the Rainy River”, is a short story made by Tim O'Brien. He is also the main character in the
story. The story is about Tim O’Brien getting a draft notice to go to the Vietnam war. However, he is
against the war and refuses to go, eventually running away to the U.S. border attempting to go to
Canada.

On The Rainy River Analysis - 764 Words | Bartleby
In Tim O’Brien’s “On the Rainy River”, Tim is presented with a conflict that would change his life
depending on which choice he makes. Tim narrates the story in a mix of present day and flashbacks,
being that the voice of the younger Tim O’Brien is less mature and less morally complex than
present day Tim. In the summer of 1968, Tim, a recent college graduate, receives a draft notice to
fight in The Vietnam War.

On The Rainy River Example | Graduateway
“On the Rainy River” by Tim O’Brien thoroughly illustrates the emotional burdens of war, especially
the fear and shame felt by many men who were forcibly drafted into the Vietnam War.
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“On the Rainy River” by Tim O’Brien analysis: [Essay ...
On O'Brien's last and sixth day with Elroy they go out fishing on the Rainy River. Elroy turns the boat
directly north and they cross into Canadian waters. O'Brien felt a tightness in his chest when he
could see the shore. Canada had become real.

The Things They Carried On the Rainy River Summary ...
Actually it was not a lodge at all, just eight or nine tiny yellow cabins clustered on a peninsula that
jutted northward into the Rainy River. The place was in sorry shape. There was a dangerous wooden
dock, an old minnow tank, a flimsy tar paper boathouse along the shore.

On the Rainy River - Mrs. Woodliff's English III
“On the Rainy River” Analysis In Tim O’Brien’s short-story “On the Rainy River,” the main character,
Tim, deals with the issues of whether the war he has been drafted into is right and if he should go to
the war or be a coward and run away from the war. The story takes place during the Vietnam War
when Tim is drafted into the war.

rainy river analysis
the Rainy River is a pivotal chapter within the metafiction The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. In
this chapter, the character Tim O’Brien obtains the draft notice and is contemplating whether he
should flee to Canada and face shame or if he should go against what he believes is right and go to
Vietnam.

On Rainy River Essays | AntiEssays
The short story “On the Rainy River” is an integral chapter in the memoir The Things They Carried
written by William Timothy O’Brien. The short story is written through the perspective of O’Brien in
present day and as a young man faced with a draft notice for the Vietnam War.

"On The Rainy River" Analysis Free Essay Example

In The Things They Carried ‘s “On the Rainy River” chapter, O’Brien recounts how one day, the old
man took O’Brien fishing out on the Rainy River, which separates the U.S. from Canada. Berdahl
navigated the vessel far enough upstream to where they passed into Canadian waters.

The Things They Carried—"On the Rainy River": Chapter ...
On his way back from the Rainy River, O'Brien says:"The day was cloudy. I passed through towns
and familiar names, through the pine forests and down the prairie, and then to Vietnam" (58).

On the Rainy River by Lac Phan - Prezi
This is intended only for the students in Mrs. Heinemeier's English III class to use while reading along
in their purchased copy of the book (for educational...

On the Rainy River - YouTube
On the sixth day, Elroy takes O'Brien fishing on the Rainy River. At some point, O'Brien realizes that
they must be in Canadian waters. Elroy cuts the engine about twenty yards from the Canadian side
of the river, and O'Brien is now faced with a dilemma: jump and swim to the other side, or stay.
Paralyzed, O'Brien starts to cry.

The Things They Carried On the Rainy River | Shmoop
Ironically, despite its specific details and its preoccupation with reality, “On the Rainy River” is the
story most easily identifiable as fiction. The real Tim O’Brien did indeed struggle with his decision to
heed his draft notice, but he never actually ran to the Canadian border, and he never stayed at the
Tip Top Lodge.

The Things They Carried: “On the Rainy River”, page 2 ...
Tim meets a man named Elroy who ran the Tip Top Lodge,one day Elroy took Tim out fishing on the
Rainy River. On the river the pass over onto the Canadian border. There Tim was given the
opportunity to jump over the boat's edge and “swim for his life” or stay on the boat and go to war.
Time gave himself this ultimatum.


