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Let Jasmine Rain Down
tells the story of the
pizmonim as they have
continued to be
composed, performed,
and transform. When
Jews left Aleppo, Syria,
in the early twentieth
century and
established
communities abroad,
they carried with them
a repertory of songs (
pizmonim) with sacred
Hebrew texts set to
melodies borrowed
from the popular
Middle Eastern Arab
musical tradition.
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Let Jasmine Rain Down
tells the story of the
pizmonim as they have
continued to be
composed, performed,
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through the present
day; it is thus an
innovative
ethnography of an
important Judeo-Arabic
musical tradition and a
probing contribution to
studies of the link
between collective
memory and popular
culture.
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probing contribution to
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