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little systematic
political philosophy.
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the Warring States
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of the surrounding
areas.
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Chinese political
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of Confucius in the late
Chou era into the
twentieth century.
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traditional political
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orientation, reflecting
the central role
accorded politics in
that secular-minded
civilization; it gives
evidence of the
cumulative growth and
periodic intellectual
vitality of the whole
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particular it is marked
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consciousness of
continuity, making its
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present.
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one of the most
important political
developments of the
twenty-first century.
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largely overlooks or
oversimplifies the
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ideals that have
shaped the country’s
national and
international
transformation from
antiquity to the present
day.
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history.
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This is a timeline of
Chinese history,
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changes and political
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read about the
background to these
events, see History of
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family tree, dynasties
in Chinese historyand
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was occasionally
dominated by steppe
peoples, most of whom
were eventually
assimilated into the
Han Chineseculture
and population.
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China's rapid rise as a
regional and global
power is one of the
most important
political developments
of the twenty-first
century. Yet the West
still largely overlooks
or oversimplifies the
complex ideas and
ideals that have
shaped China's
national and
international
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antiquity to the present
day.
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religious thought that
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lasting influence on
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