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The Unspeakable is a brave, truth-telling
book, a paragon of its genre, and a
triumph.” — Sigrid Nunez, author of
Sempre Susan: A Memoir of Susan
Sontag “A Joan Didion for the new
millennium, Meghan Daum brings grace,
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original, self-lacerating essays--on
subjects like almost hating her mother,
almost having a child, and almost dying--
is a sharp reminder of what a gift to the
city she is. In her unrepentant defense of
not cooking, she exhibits her
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something, do it a lot.
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"The Unspeakable is a fantastic
collection of essays: funny, clever and
moving (often at the same time), never
more universal than in its most personal
moments (in other words, throughout),
and written with enviable subtlety,
precision and spring. As if that weren't
enough, Meghan Daum very nearly
persuaded me to listen to Joni Mitchell
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The Unspeakable is an equally bold and
witty, but also a sadder and wiser, report
from early middle age. It's a report
tempered by hard times. In "Matricide,"
Daum unflinchingly describes a parent's
death and the uncomfortable emotions it
provokes; and in "Diary of a Coma" she
relates her own journey to the twilight of
the mind.
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The Unspeakable NPR coverage of The
Unspeakable: And Other Subjects of
Discussion by Meghan Daum. News,
author interviews, critics' picks and
more.
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Meghan Daum is the author of the essay
collection The Unspeakable: And Other
Subjects of Discussion.She is also the
editor of the anthology Selfish, Shallow,
and Self-Absorbed: Sixteen Writers on
the Decision Not to Have Kids.Her other
books include the essay collection My
Misspent Youth, the novel The Quality of
Life Report, and Life Would Be Perfect If |

6 Making Connections 3 Answer

2026-03-05



Making Connections 3 Answer

Lived In That House, a memoir.
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In her latest collection of personal
essays, The Unspeakable and Other
Subjects of Discussion, author Meghan
Daum toys with that notion of
transformation. She finds varying
degrees of success ...
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THE UNSPEAKABLE. AND OTHER
SUBJECTS OF DISCUSSION. by Meghan
Daum -RELEASE DATE: Nov. 18, 2014. A
Los Angeles Times columnist
unflinchingly probes some of her life’s
themes—"“death, dogs, romance,
children, lack of children [and] Joni
Mitchell”—to find respite from
“sentimentality and its discontents.”. In
this collection of 10 essays, Daum (Life
Would Be Perfect If I Lived in that House,
2010, etc.) takes a look at her past, not
with the goal of exposing ...
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The Unspeakable is a brave, truth-telling
book, a paragon of its genre, and a
triumph.” — Sigrid Nunez, author of
Sempre Susan: A Memoir of Susan
Sontag “A Joan Didion for the new
millennium, Meghan Daum brings grace,
wit, and insight to contemporary life,

love, manners, and money.”
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A master of the personal essay candidly
explores love, death, and the counterfeit
rituals of American life in this "brave,
funny compendium" (Slate)Nearly fifteen
years after her debut collection, My
Misspent Youth, captured the ambitions
and anxieties of a generation, Meghan
Daum returns to the personal essay with
The Unspeakable, a powerful collection
of ten new works.

Unspeakable: And Other Subjects of
Discussion

The great strength of Meghan Daum'’s
new book of essays, The Unspeakable:
And Other Subjects of Discussion, is how
quickly she engages with that question.
She is not comfortable, she writes, with
the attendant clichés of the personal
essay genre.

The Unspeakable: And Other
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“I think he's president-elect subject to
whatever additional litigation is ongoing.
I'm not aware of any. Obviously, the
Texas case was not successful as |
believed. But | would say, subject to any
other litigation that could occur between
now and January 20, the answer yes.”



